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EXECUTIVE REPORT 


Meetings: 
The Executive met on 9th June and 7th July, 1978. 


Membership: 


Since the last Report, 8 members have been elected, and there has 
been one death. Total membership now stands at 566, and the 
geographical distribution is as follows: 


NSW 125 vIC 81 TAS 23 : 
QLD 122 SA 43 WA 23 

ACT 89 PNG 21 NT 7 
OVERSEAS 32 


New Members: 


We extend a warm welcome to the following members: 


Blected 9th June 


- Mr. C.E. Hagan, Department of Entomology, University of Queensland 
St. Lucia, Queensland, 4067. Mr. Hagan is a research student 
studying lucerne aphids for an M.Sc. He is also interested in 
Lepidoptera. 


- Mr. G.P. Hall, Division of Entomology, CSIRO, P.M.B. Wembley, 
Western Australia, 6014. Mr. Hall is a technical assistant and 
is interested in Diptera and Coleoptera. He has been involved 
in work on sheep blowfly and screw-worm and is currently working 
on dung beetles. 


- Mr. J.R.E. Hardy, P.O. Basket Range, South Australia, 5138. 
Mr. Hardy is a B.Ag.Sc. with honours in entomology and is interested 
in general entomology. 


- Mr. D. McArdle, W.A. School of Nursing, Box W2078 G.P.0., Perth, 
Western Australia, 6001. Mr. McArdle is Assistant Principle at 
the School and is interested in medical entomology, particularly 
mosquitoes and fleas. 


- Mr. K.L. Walker, Department of Entomology, University of Queensland, 
St. Lucia, Queensland, 4067. Mr. Walker is working on a revision 
of a group of native bees (Halictidae: Homalictus) for an M.Sc. 
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~ Mr. G.A. Williams, 46 Louis Street, Granville, New South Wales, 
2142. Works with the Department of Agriculture. Mr. Williams 
is interested in Scaraboidea, Buprestidae and ecology of wet 
forest habitats. | 


-~ Dr. J.N. Yates, Merston Clinic, Bulcock Street, Caloundra, 
Queensland, 4551. Dr. Yates is a medical practitioner interested 
in Odonata and Orthoptera. 


Klected 7th July 


- Miss J.P. Witanachchi, Department of Entomology, Waite 
Agricultural Research Institute, Glen Osmond, South Australia, 
5064. Miss Witanachchi is a postgraduate student interested in 
insect, plant interactions and intraspecific communication. 


Death: 


The Executive recorded with deep regret the sudden death of 
Mr. R.A. Van Baer, Principal Entomologist, Plant Research 
Institute, Department of Agriculture, Victoria. 


Change of Address: (State of previous residence in brackets) 


Dr. R.H. Wharton, c/o Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, 
P.O. Box 110, Toowong, Queensland, 4066 (Qld.). 


Mr. A. Atkings, c/o Mrs. D.W. Atkins, 3 Woorill Court, Vermont, 
Victoria, 3133 (Vic.). 


Mr. L.A.J. Radunz, c/o Scientific Services section, Bennimah 
Agriculture Laboratory, Animal Industry & Agriculture Branch, 
Department of Northern Territory, Darwin, Northern Territory, 


5790 (Qid.). 
Mr. K. Pullen, 45 Campaspe Circuit, Kaleen, A.C.T. 2617 (ACT). 


Mrs. J.A. Smith, Zoology Department, University of Tasmania, 
Box 252C G.P.0., Hobart, Tasmania, 7001 (Tas.). 


Mr. D.L. Hanock, Research Officer (Ent.), Plant Protection 
Research Institute, P.O. Box 8100, Causeway, Salisbury, 
Rhodesia (Qld.). 


Mr. J.H. Barrett, Entomology Branch D.P.I., Meiers Road, 
Indooroopilly, Queensland, 4068 (Qld.). 
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Mr. R. Brieze-Stegeman, Department of Agriculture, St. John's 
Avenue, New Town, Tasmania, 7008 (Qld.). 


Mr. S.M. Stanley, Department of Genetics and Human Variations, 
LaTrobe University, Bundoora, Victoria, 3083 (ACT.). 


Mr. N. Hardy, 27 Jarrah Street, O'Connor, A.C.T. 2602 (ACT.). 


P.N.G. Councillor: 


The Executive accepted with regret the resignation of 
Mr. D.P.A. Sands as P.N.G. Councillor brought about by his 
transfer to Australia. His work as a Councillor was very much 
appreciated, and the Executive acknowledged with thanks the 


excellent way he had discharged his responsibilities and 
obligations as a Councillor. 


On Mr. Sands’ nomination, seconded by Mr. Fenner, the 
Executive appointed Dr. Elaine Brough as the new P.N.G. Councillor. 


10 Annual General Meeting: 


The 10 Annual General Meeting will be held at Wesley College, 
Sydney University on the 10th - 14th January, 1979. Details of 
the Annual General Meeting are given in this News Bulletin. 
Application forms, nomination forms for election of the President 


and Regional Councillors and proxy voting forms are all enclosed 
with the New Bulletin. 


Fellowship Membership: 


The idea of having Fellowship Membership of the Society was 
raised at the 9 Annual General Meeting and was presented to 
members in the following form: 


That an established and eminent scientific Society such as 
the Australian Entomological Society Incorporated should have 
the desire and the authority to recognise the contribution of 
any of its members to the advancement of entomology in Australia. 
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At present members of our Society have been recognised by 
other societies e.g. Royal Society, Australian Academy of 
science, Australian Institute of Agricultural Science. However, 
these Societies cover a wide spectrum of science and so 
recognition of individuals in particular disciplines must be 
sparse and presumably only then to outstanding individuals. 


That recognition of a significant contribution to 
entomology in Australia by members of our Society which would 
result from the award of Fellowship membership would be highly 
desirable and stimulating. There are, of course, a number of 
examples in other disciplines e.g. chemistry, medicine, 
mathematics, engineering, geology, computer science, education, 
sO we are not proposing a radical step. 


There is no suggestion that membership fees would be waived, 
and it is not considered that there should be any numerical 
limit placed on the number of Fellows. 


It was proposed that Honorary Membership, for the purpose 
stated in the Constitution, be continued and that Fellowship 
Membership should not be regarded as replacing Honorary 
Membership. 


At the 9 Annual General Meeting opinion was divided on the 
desirability or not of having Fellowship Membership of the 
Society. Council asked the Executive to consider this matter 
and the Executive has decided to canvass opinions from the 
membership prior to the 10 Annual General Meeting where the 
matter should be resolved. Accordingly members with definite 
views on the concept of Fellowship membership are requested 
to write to the Secretary by 23rd October, 1978 so that a 
summary of arguments for and against Fellowship Membership 
can be presented in the next News Bulletin. 
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Letters to the Editor: 


Many people regard all insects as "pests" and assume, in 
consequence, that entomologists are people who are solely 
concerned with pest destruction. 


Perusal of recent issues of this Bulletin lends support 
to this viewpoint for its pages are almost exclusively filled 
with particulars of the activities and movements of those who 
seek to destroy insects. It is true that just occasionally 
some information of a different nature is included. For 
example, we were informed in the May issue that someone had 
“completed work on a small, obscure, family of bugs", though 
it must be acknowledged that this item of news was not very 
informative. 


Surely, among membership of the Society there are some 
who enjoy insects and have no concern with them as pests? 
Accordingly, a plea is made that such people be encouraged 
to contribute short notes to the Bulletin on interesting 
observations, or discoveries, they may have made. 


Then, is everything in the garden of Australian entomology 
so lovely that there are no controversial matters in need 
of airing? Why, for example, has there been no mention in 
recent numbers of the Bulletin of Export Regulation 13A? 
Can it be that the issue is no longer a live one and that its 
few supporters have won their way in the face of expressed 
opposition from most members of the Society? 


Should this be the case, and that efforts are no longer 
being made for the withdrawal of this monstrous regulation, 
then we might as well put ashes on our heads or do some 
shooting. . 


John W. Evans 
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In response to the matter of Regulation 13A raised in the 
above letter I have asked the President to supply a note as 
to the latest information regarding the Regulation. 


P. Williams 


Regulation 13A 


The matter of 145A is by no means dead. There has been 
considerable correspondence with the Minister for Science 
from which it is clearly apparent that it is not an easy 
inatter for him to decide whether or not to repeal Regulation 
153A as the opinions presented to him are diametrically opposed 
to one another. Following the deputation which was previously 
mentioned in the News Bulletin, the Minister was reminded that 
he had not yet sent a reply to the Society. As a result of 
this and subsequent correspondence, representatives from the 
Society, the Academy of Science, the Conference of Museum 
Directors and the C.5.1I.R.0. have been invited to discussions 
on Regulation 13A by the Secretary to the Minister. These 
will be held some time in August. 


In accordance with the resolution at the Annual Meeting 
in Melbourne, the matter of Regulation 13A repeal is being 
pursued. I shall report progress after the August meeting. 


C.N. Smithers 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWS AROUND AUSTRALIA 


VICTORIA: 
Plant Research Institute 


Staff at the Institute wish to record their deep regret at 
the sudden death of the Principal Entomologist Mr. Romauld A. 
Van Baer on Wednesday 19th July, 1978 and to extend their 
deepest sympathy to his wife Denise. Van joined the staff at 
the then Victorian Plant Research Institute in early 1950. 
He became an expert on insecticide usage and became closely 
involved in the administration of the entomology section, 
deputising for Dr. Tom Hogan, Principal Entomologist. On Tom's 
retirement on 1st July, 1976, Van was appointed Principal 
Entomologist. On Van's death Dr. Terry Amos was appointed 
Acting Principal Entomologist pending a permanent appointment. 


Monash University, Department of Zoology 


Dr. John Alcock from Arizona State University has joined 
the staff as a visiting lecturer. He is interested in the 
evolution of reproductive behaviour of insects, especially 
solitary bees and solitary wasps. John, his wife Suzanne and 
their two children will be in Melbourne until January 1979. 


National Museum, Abbotsford 


Dr. Brian Kensley from the South African Museum has been 
appointed curator of Crustacea, he is expected to take up his 
position in October. This appointment will allow entomologists 
at the museum to concentrate more on the curating of insects. 


La Trobe University, Department of Zoology 
Dr. Alan Marshall is currently on study leave, working 
with Dr. T.C. Appleton, Department of Physiology, Cambridge 
University. 


Mr. John Hosking, has recently left the Department to take 
up a position as entomologist with the New South Wales 
Department of Agriculture at Tamworth. 
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The University's wildlife reserve has recently been more 
than doubled in area due to addition of an area of red gum 
forest with native grasses a short distance to the north 
east. 


P. Williams & V. Salinitri 


QUEERNSLANDs 


Our Society's Foundation President, Dr. I.M. (Ian) Mackerras, 
was honoured by the hanging of his portrait at the Queensland 
Institute of Medical Research on 29th June. Friends and 
colleagues from many professions were present at the informal 
ceremony and distinguished guests included Sir Macfarlane 
Burnett, the Minister for Health Dr. Lew Edwards, and our 
society's current President, Dr. Courtney Smithers. 


Brian Kay (Q.I.M.R.) is currently overseas on a study tour 
under a Churchill Fellowship. Brian is studying ecological 
aspects of mosquito control and the relationship with virus 
transmission. He is travelling via Singapore, Paris, London, 
and Florida to California where he will spend 9 weeks. 


Professor Doug Kettle has returned to the University of 
Queensland following a year's sabbatical leave studying control 
of bloodsucking flies by non-insecticidal means and also the 
immature stages of Ceratopogonids. He worked initially in 
Mauritius and East Africa then at Cambridge and finally in 
U.S.S.R. 


During August, Professor Shepard of Clemson University, 
south Carolina will join the Integrated Pest Management Unit 
and the Agricultural Department of the University of Queensland 
to work for a year on biological control of pests of cotton 
and soybean. 


David Hancock who worked both in the University of 
Queensland and in Queensland Department of Primary Industries 
has been appointed to the Ministry of Agriculture in Rhodesia 
and will work on pests of deciduous fruit. 
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Mr. Neil Heather (D.P.I.) has recently returned from an 
overseas study tour involving stored product entomology. He 
visited laboratories in Israel, Europe and England before 
joining six fellow Australian entomologists to participate 
in a symposium in U.S.S.R. under the Australian/U.S.S.R. 
scientific exchange programme. 


Mr. Gordon Swaine (D.P.I.) is currently on an overseas 
tour to investigate alternatives to ethylene dibromide 
fumigation as commodity treatment to control fruit flies 
in fresh fruit. His itinerary includes U.5.A., Canada and 
England and he will be away for about 12 weeks. 


Mr. Bill Haseler of the Lands Department will leave in 
September for Mexico, Trinidad and Londrina in connection 
with biological control programmes for parthenum weed and 
groundsel bush. He will also visit South Africa, India and 
Pakistan before returning home via Malaysia. 


Dr. Geoff Monteith has resigned for the University of 
Queensland and has accepted an appointment as Curator of 
Insects at the Queensland Museun. 


Five Queenslanders from C.S.I.R.0O. Division of Entomology 
will be attending the 5th International Congress of Acarology 
in East Lansing. These are Drs. Jim Nolan, Bernie Stone, 
Bernard Doube, Gus Macqueen and Ian Sutherland. Im addition, 
Jim Nolan is visiting Europe and Canada studying developments 
in acaracides for cattle tick control; Bernie Stone is 
visiting Canada, U.S.A., Great Britain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and Israel regarding antivenines, and Bernard Doube is 
visiting South Africa and North America studying the ecology 
and biocontrol of buffalo fly. 


Congratulations to Mr. Keith Binnington (C.S.I.R.0.) on 
the award of a post-graduate studentship to Cambridge to 
study the nervous system of the cattle tick. 


Welcome to Dr. Peter Room formerly of C.S.I.R.O. Division 
of Plant Industry at Narrabri, who will take up duties at 
C.S.1.R.0. Long Pocket in the biological control unit. 
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Welcome also to Mr. Don Sands who has completed his 
assignment in New Guinea on screw worm and who will join the 
same unit after he spends a few months at the University of 
Queensland in connection with his thesis on Lycaenids. 


Dr. Rob Sutherst (C.S.I.R.0.) visited Uganda to advise 
on projects in tick ecology and then Rome to discuss computer 
modelling. 


Dr. Hiroshi Nakakita, who is currently working in Canberra 
in the Stored Grains Research Laboratory, visited workers in 
that field at D.P.I. Indooroopilly. 


Drs. Erik Shipp and Chris Orton of the University of New 
South Wales visited the University of Queensland, D.P.I. and 
Q.1.M.R. to discuss insect physiology and synthetic pyrethroid 
insecticides. 


Dr. John Lawrence, curator of Coleoptera in the Australian 
National Insect Collection visited each of the major insect 
collections in Brisbane to familiarise himself with contents. 


Dr. Fred Bennett, Director of the Commonwealth Institute 
of Biological Control, discussed that topic with entomologists 
at C.S.1.R.0., D.P.1. and Lands Department. Dr. Bennett also 
addressed a meeting of the Queensland Entomological Society. 


Mr. Geoff Strickland from the Wést Australian Department 
of Agriculture at Kununurra visited the D.P.I. offices in 
Mareeba. Discussions were had on various aspects of Tropical 
Agriculture. 


Mr. Ernie Adams from Edungallia, near Rockhampton, paid a 
short visit to Cairns. 


Dr. Eric Reye visited Cairns in connection with biting 
midge control. 


Dr. Phil Carne was in north Queensland in July. He visited 


the Mareeba D.P.I. office and also Alan Walford-Huggins in 
Cairns. He examined acquired Ruteline and Dynastine material 
and had discussions on beetle collectingin general. 


, 
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Mr. Ofa Fakulata, an entomologist from Tonga, and 
currently studying at the University of Queensland spent two 
weeks with various D.P.I. officers in north Queensland in 
July. He had discussions on various aspects of tropical 
entomology and collected insects for his entomology course. 


Dr. Bob Taylor and Dr. John Lawrence of C.S.I.R.O. Canberra 
passed through Cairns on the way to Iron Range, where they 
were to spend a week collecting. They also planned to visit 
Mt. Lewis, near Julatten on their return. 


M. Bengston & R.I. Storey 


AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: 


C.5.1.R.0O. Division of Entomology has been visited 
recently by Drs. V.I. Tobias and A.A. Zakharov as part of the 
Australia-U.S.S.R. Science Agreement. Dr. Tobias is a braconid 
taxonomist, and Dr. Zakharov an ant ecologist. They worked at 
the Division and in the field at Deniliquin and Alice Springs, 
during stays in Australia of two and three months respectively. 
In July several members of the Stored Grain Unit of the 
Division, Drs. Bill Bailey, David Evans and Jim Desmarchelier 
are visiting the U.S.S.R. as part of the same Science Agreement. 


Other visitors have included Dr. F.D. Bennett, Director, 
Commonwealth Institute of Biological Control. Drs. Stewart and 
Jarmila Peck of Carleton University, Canada; Dr. George Stride 
of the W.H.O. Group, Suva; and Professor Howden and his wife, 
Ann, also of Carleton University. 


Dr. Murray Wallace is currently overseas travelling 
extensively in search of agreeable Dung beetles for use in the 
dung-control programme. Dr. George Rothschild recently 
represented Australia at an OECD meeting held in Paris on crop 
protection in smallholder crops, later travelling through four 
south-East Asian countries to discuss a proposed FAO aid 
programme. 
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Dr. David Rentz has been very much involved with a 
strange Orthopteran nicknamed the "Coloola Monster", which 
represents a new family of these insects. Drs. John Lawrence 
and Bob Taylor participated in a mid-July field trip to 
Iron Range and sites around Cairns, in co-operation with a 
group from the C.S.1.R.0O. Division of Forest Research. 


R.W. Taylor 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 


Our small population of entomologists will soon be 
increased when Dr. T. Houston arrives from South Australia to 
take up the position of Curator of Entomology at the W.A. Museun. 
The Department of Entomology and Arachnology has now been 
divided so that Dr. Louis Koch becomes Curator of Arachnology. 


Dr. Fred Bennett, Director of the Commonwealth Institute 
of Biological Control recently visited Perth and had discussions 
with C.S.1I.R.O. and the Department of Agriculture on relevant 
projects. 


Dr. Dick Norris also stopped off in Perth on his return 
from America and gave an entertaining talk to Society members 
on mysid flies. While on this subject, Dr. Nick Monzu is now 
engaged in a programme of blowfly research, financed by the 
Australian Wool Corporation, at the Western Australian 
Department of Agriculture. The aim of the research is to 
obtain an in depth understanding of the biology of the blowflies 
involved in myiasis on sheep. Also a series of investigations 
is being carried out on the OP insecticide resistance of the 
maggots, not only to determine the levels of resistance in 
Lucilia cuprina reached throughout Western Australia, but also 
to establish the effect increased resistance could have on 
the length of field protection offered to sheep. It is 
anticipated that a clearer understanding of these problems 
will allow for a more efficient integrated blowfly control 
programme in Western Australia. 
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Mr. John Scott, Ph.D. student at the University of Western 
Australia is continuing work on the insect seed predators of 
Banksia. Detailed biology of the insects, microlepidoptera 
and weevils, has been completed for six species of Banksia 
and work is progressing on the effect of Banksia flowering 
phenology and the spacing of trees on the insect populations. 


Mr. Brian Oldfield, Tutor in the WAIT Biology Department, 
is currently preparing his M.Sc. submission on the accoustic 
behaviour of the cricket Teleogryllus oceanicus. His work has 
indicated that this species is more broadly tuned than 
previously thought and that the previous suggestion of 
handedness in crickets may in fact be incorrect. 


J.D. Majer 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
Waite Agricultural Research Institute, Entomology Department 


Dr. Fred Bennett, Director of the Commonwealth Institute 
of Biological Control, Trinidad, visited the Department of 
Entomology on 4th July, He spent the day discussing points of 
mutual interest with staff and students. 


Ms. D.E. Wright, Forecasting Officer, Plague Locust 
Commission, Department of Primary Industry, Canberra, visited 
the Department on 6th and 7th July, when she consulted locust 
records and had discussions with Ms. Helen Brookes and 
Prof. H.G. Andrewartha. 


Dr. Peter Miles left Adelaide on 14th May to go ona 
9-months' overseas study tour. On his programme are visits 
to research institutes in Japan, India (where he visited his 
former student, Dr. G.C. Sen Gupta, Director of Agriculture, 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa), the U.K., the U.S.S.R., Norway and East 
Germany. In September he will go to the University of Zambia, 
where he has been awarded a visiting professorship. He is 
expected to return to Adelaide in February 1979. 
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Dr. David Morgan and Mr. R.B. Coles presented papers to 
the Second Australasian Conference of Grassland Invertebrates 
held at Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand from 
21st — 26th May. 


During May and June Mr. Keith Doull attended State 
Apiarists Associations' Conferences at Toowoomba (Qld.), 
Armidale (N.S.W.) and Echuca (Vic.). 


Mr. J.R. Cobbinah left the Waite Institute to return to 
Ghana upon completion of his Ph.D. study and submission of his 
thesis entitled "The biology and food preferences of the gum 
leaf skeletoniser Uraba lugens (Walker)". 


Professor Tom Browning is Acting Chairman of the Department 
during Dr. Peter Miles' absence on study leave. 


Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 


Dr. Fred Bennett, Director of the Commonwealth Institute 
of Biological Control, Trinidad, had discussions with 
entomologists in the Department on 3rd July. 


Northfield Research Laboratories, 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Mr. Peter Birks attended the Second Australasian Conference 


of Grassland Invertebrates at Palmerston North, New Zealand 
from 22nd — 26th May. 


Dr. Ted Fenner, on holidays from Papua New Guinea, visited 
on 12th July. 


Mr. Don Swincer leaves for six weeks during August and 
September to study lucerne aphids, especially blue green aphid, 
in New Zealand, U.S.A., Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong. 


Loxton Research Centre, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 


Dr. Dan Smith, Department of Primary Industries, Nambour, 
Queensland, visited from 17th - 2ist July. His main interest 
was in the commercial mass rearing of Aphytis sp. parasites 
for release against California red scale on citrus. He visited 
the commercial insectary at Loxton, run by Mr. Ron George, 
Biological Services, in which the parasite Aphytis melinus is 
mass reared. 
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This insectary is part of a pest management service offered 
to citrus growers. A similar commercial insectary for mass 
rearing Aphytis lingnanensis is currently under construction 
near Nambour. Dan also visited the Loxton Research Centre, 
and a pest management service run by Mr. Ted Hammerton at 
Waikerie. 


Dinner for South Australian Members 


A dinner for South Australian members of the Society was 
held on the 2nd August at the Adelaide University Staff Club. 
Country and city members enjoyed the opportunity to meet 
socially. It also provided an opportunity for new and old 
members to meet informally. 


G.O. Furness 


TASMANTA: 


Department of Agriculture 


Mr. Bob Hardy and Mr. John Ireson are currently holidaying 
in Europe. While in France they met Mr. Murray Wallace 
(C.S.I.R.0O.) for talks on predators of lucerne flea. They are 
also visiting a number of scientific institutions including 
the British Museun. 


Mr. Laurie Miller recently attended the annual meeting of 
D.S.I.R. Ecology Section while he was holidaying in New Zealand. 
The main topic of discussion was the "Integrated Control of 
Pests of Horticultural Crops". The meeting was held at Nelson 
in the South Island. 


C.S.1.R.0. 


Dr. F. Bennett, Director of the Commonwealth Institute of 
Biological Control had discussions on the 29th and 430th June 
with Mr. Keith Taylor and Dr. Robin Bedding (C.S.I.R.0.), 
Department of Agriculture entomologists, and Dr. John Madden 
(University of Tasmania). 
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Forestry Commission 


Dr. Humphrey Elliott visited Dr. Peter Alma (F.R.I. Rotorua) 
and Mr. Bob Milligan (F.R.I. Rangiora) while on holiday in 
New Zealand during May and June. Discussions with Dr. Alma 
concerned the use of Cleobora mellyi Mulsant (Coccinellidae) 
as a biological control agent for chrysomelid pests of 
eucalypts. The problem of Platypus spp. (Curculionidae) 
attack on Nathogagus spp. was the main topic of discussion with 
Mr. Milligan. 


University of Tasmania 


Mr. David de Little (Associated Forest Holdings) is 
currently writing up his Ph.D. thesis on Tasmanian chrysomelids 
while on leave from AFH. He hopes to complete writing up by 
October this year. Mrs. Jenny Smith, Student award winner 
1977-78 has resumed research on Psephenidae at the University 
and is now studying for a Ph.D. 


H.J. Elliott 


NEW SOUTH WALES: 


Biological & Chemical Research Institute, Entomology Branch 


Mr. Max Casimir, Director of Entomology, recently visited. 
the Peoples Republic of China as a member of an Agricultural 
Mission. The Mission arose from discussions between the Prime 
Minister and Chinese authorities during the Prime Minister's 
visit to China in 1976. The Mission included representatives 
from the States and Commonwealth, representing a wide range of 
interests in agriculture. It was exploratory in nature, 
attempting to identify areas where Australia could assist 
Chinese agriculture and animal husbandry, and specific areas 
where future exchanges between the two countries might be 
beneficial. Max was present as the Australian representative 
concerned with plant protection. Plant protection in China 
emphasises the integration of control techniques: 
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reduced pesticide use was stressed and biological control 
programmes are widely used. Biological control was effectively 
carried out as a major part of control programmes over 2,000,000 
hectares of agricultural land in China. From the many cereal 
crops, orchards and vegetable crops inspected, it was evident 
that the Chinese have an overall very effective plant protection 
system. 


Mr. Murray Fletcher (ex Zoology, Sydney University) recently 
metamorphosed to Dr. Murray Fletcher. His successful thesis was 
entitled "The taxonomy, reproduction and development of the 
fulgoroid homopterans Scolypopa australis (Walker) (Ricaniidae) 
and Kallitambinia australis Muir (Tropiduchidae)". Murray is 
currently working on a taxonomic revision of the homopteran 
family Flatidae. 


Mr. Howard Greening returned on 23rd July from an official 
visit to U.5.S.R. and U.K. He was one of eight stored product 
entomologists from Australia to attend a symposium on grain 
protection in Moscow 3rd —- 5th July. This was followed by a 
tour of grain storages, mills and a laboratory in the Kuban. 
The party was looked after by Professor L.A. Trisviatsky, 

Dr. S.A. Zheltova and Dr. G.A. Zakladnoy who visited colleagues 
in Australia in 1976. The visitors enjoyed warm Russian 
hospitality and found time to have a swim in the Black Sea. 
Mechanical sampling of grain deliveries, refrigerated aeration 
and drying of grain were of great interest. Howard afterwards 
visitedthePest Infestation Control Laboratory, Slough with 
other members of the Australian delegation and renewed 
acquaintance with entomologists he met there in 1974. 


Mr. Peter Walters returned to Sydney on 17th July after 
spending four and a half weeks in California, Arizona, Nevada 
and Nebraska assessing research on the interactions of lucerne 
aphids, their natural enemies and lucerne varieties. Peter 
also gathered information on the implementation of control 
measures and the maintenance of such programmes for controlling 
lucerne aphids in America. Peter is satisfied that the programme 
adopted by the N.S.W. Department of Agriculture is undoubtably 
the most effective means of controlling lucerne aphids i.e., 
the introduction of parasites, resistant varieties of lucerne 
and the recommendations of selective insecticides at reduced 
rates. 
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Dr. Alan Clift returned from overseas on 25th June after 
attending the 10th International Congress on the Science and 
Cultivation of Edible Fungi at Bordeaux and Paris, France and 
working for a week at the Glasshouse Crops Research Institute 
at Littlehampton, England. 


Mr. John Hosking (ex La Trobe University) joined the Branch 
on 24th July. John will shortly be moving to Tamworth where 
he will be working on the biological control of prickly pear. 


Dr. N. Fitzpatrick, Director-General, W.A. Department of 
Agriculture visited the Branch on 1st May. Sheep blowfly 
programmes were discussed with Mr. M. Casimir, Director of 
Entomology, Dr. Greg Shanahan and Mr. Paul Hughes. Dr. D.A. 
Maelzer (waite Institute) visited the Branch on 17th May and 
discussed green peach aphid work with Mr. John Hamilton and 
Mr. Fred Attia. Dr. Maelzer also discussed citrus projects 
with Dr. Andrew Beattie. 


Dr. Dinah Hales (Macquarie University) visited the Taxonomy 
Section on 29th May to examine the collection of Coccinellidae, 


particularly Coelophora inaequalis. 


Mr. Keith Taylor (C.S.I.R.0., Tasmania) visited the Branch 
on 31st May for discussions with Mr. ened Fletcher re the 
taxonomy of the Psyllidae. 


Dr. G.S. Randhawa, Director of the Indian Institute of 
Horticultural Research, Bangalore, India, visited the 
Biological and Chemical Research Institute and the C.5.I.R.0O. 
Kooyong Research Station during May. Dr. Randhawa was 
specifically interested in biological control and possible 
co-operative research programmes between Indian and Australian 
scientists. 


Dr. Fred Bennett, Director Commonwealth Institute of 
Biological Control, Trinidad visited the Biological and Chemical 
Research Institute and the C.S.1I.R.0. Kooyong Research Station 
during June, and discussed the biological control of mites, 
insects and weeds with Dr. Vic Edge, Dr. Eberhard Schicha, 

Dr. Andrew Beattie, Mr. John Hamilton, Mr. Geoff Snowball, 
Mr. Garth Lukins and Dr. Wendy Milne. 
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C.5.1.R.0. Kooyong Research Station 


Dr. V. Tobias a Russian hymenopteran specialist briefly 
visited Kooyong during June. He gave valuable assistance to 
station staff in the use of characters of body sculpture to . 
discriminate between species of Apidius, parasites of blue 
green lucerne aphid, Acyrthosiphon kondo (Shinji). 


Mr. Don Sands (C.S.I.R.0. Qld.) visited Kooyong recently 


and discussed’ the taxonomy of Comperiella pia, a parasite of 
circular black scale (Chrysomphalus ficus) in Queensland with 
Mr. Geoff Snowball. 


sydney University 


Dr. Harley Rose (Agriculture) left for Europe and America 
in mid-July on a years sabbatical leave. While on leave Harley 
will attend a pesticide conference in Zurich and study mixed 
function oxidases at the University of Oregan, Corvalis, Oregan. 


Macquarie Univeristy 


Dr. Dinah Hales left for Europe and America in July on a 
years sabbatical leave. She will be working at the Department 
of Biology, York University Dousview, Ontario from July to 

November and at the University of California, Berkeley, 
California from December to April. 


University of New South Wales, Department of Zoology 


Dr. Andrew Farnham from Rothanstead Experimental Station 
will be working in the Entomology laboratories from August to 


February. He will be studying resistance mechanisms in heuse 
flies. 


Dr. Ross Crozier has gone to Amsterdam for a couple of 
months to work on ant cytology. He will then attend a 
conference in Moscow before returning to Sydney in mid-September. 


Mr. Gary Levot has just started his Ph.D. thesis on the 
effect of insecticides on the feeding physiology of caterpillars. 


Mr. Glen Campbell (Ph.D. student) has gone to Papua New 
Guinea with the Atea Kanada caving expedition to study cave 
insects. 
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Dr. Chris Orton has started work on the effect of 
insecticides on blowfly behaviour, under Dr. Erik Shipp's 
supervision. The work is supported by a Wool Corporation 
Grant. 


Dr. Chris Orton and Dr. Erik Shipp recently went to 
Brisbane to talk to Dr. Martin Rice about blowfly physiology 
while at the University of Queensland, Erik gave a seminar 
on circadian rhythms in flies. 


Mr. Pat Collins (Honours student) is studying aspects of 
the genetics of house fly resistance. 


Mr. Dan Coleman, an M.Sc. student, works part-time with a 
pest control firm - and frequently uses dichlorvos. Recently, 
24 hours after using dichlorvos Dan walked in and out of a 
CT room which contained susceptible and resistant house fly 
cultures. An hour or so later all the susceptible flies were 
flat on their backs. Apparently Dan's contaminated jumper was 
the cause of the problem - Australia's first walking pest strip! 


C.9-1.R.O., Division of Entomology, Armidale 


Mr. V.K. Lee from South Korea is spending several months 
working with Dr. Richard Milner on various insect pathogens. °- 


Agricultural Research Station, Narrabri 


Mr. Lindsay Tuart and Dr. Peter Room (Division of Plant 
Industry, C.S.I.R.0.) attended a cotton workshop at Toowoomba 
to discuss their past season's research programme. The workshop 
was attended by cotton workers in all disciplines from 
Queensland and New South Wales. 


Drs. Gordon Conway and Gordon Harrison, Ford Foundation, 
U.S.A. visited Narrabri to discuss pest management work in the 
Namoi Valley as part of a world wide study of pest management 
in cotton. 


Dr. L. Harper from Georgia, U.S.A., presented a seminar 
on spray application technology and looked at application in 
the Namoi Valley. 
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Mr. Angus Wilson has left for a three months trip to 
U.S.A., Canada, England, North Africa, Rome and Switzerland 
to investigate aerial application techniques and look into 
various aspects of cotton entomology. 


Agricultural Research Station, Bathurst 


Dr. Colin Bower and Mr. Graham Thwaite ran a workshop in 
May for New South Wales Department of Agriculture extension 
personnel. The two day workshop was attended by key 
horticultural advisors likely to be involved in a statewide 
programme of release of the predatory mite, Typhlodroms 
occidentalis on apples for two-spotted mite control. 


G.A.C. Beattie & 
L.R. Greenup 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA: 


During April Mr. Ted Fenner and Mr. Stuart Smith visited 
south-east New Ireland to study cocoa insects. In June Stuart 
attended the Cocoa, Coconut Conference organised by the Planters 
Association of Malaysia and held in Kuala Lumpur. Most of 
Stuart's work in Kerevat has been concentrated on cocoa insects, 


particularly the pest Pantorytes plutus. 


Mr. Chris Perry will be leaving Kerevat in August. He 
intends to commence an Avocado nursery in Queensland. Chris 
and Ms. Barbara Gorrick have recently released Bacculovirus 
oryctes against the rhinoceros beetle in New Ireland. 


Mr. Don Sands visited Merauke in Irian Jaya with 
representatives of Department of Primary Industry and Department 
of Land and Environment to discuss the incidence of screw worm 
fly, livestock diseases and development of the deer industry. 

He also visited Bensbach to survey screw worm fly strike on 
pigs and deer. He travelled by barge to the mouth of the 
Bensbach river and along the south-east coast visiting the 
villages between the Irian Jaya border and Daru. 
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He is still astounded by the low population of people and 
the vast areas of swamp lands that remain inundated for four 
months of the year. Don left Papua New Guinea on 5rd July 
to take up a position at the Longpocket Laboratories in 
Queensland where he will work on biological control of weeds. 


Mr. Roy Straatman recently left Papua New Guinea after 
17 years during which he made a substantial contribution to 
the entomological collection now housed with Department of 
Primary Industry at Konedobu. He hopes to visit Irian Jaya, 
Indonesia to further his studies on the early stages of the 
lesser known species of Ornithoptera. 


Dr. Lin Gressitt has been visiting the Bishop Museum and 
will return to Papua New Guinea via Hong Kong where he will 
proof read the latest Wau Ecology Institute handbooks. 


E.J. Brough 


NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


Entomological Society of Australia (N.S.W.) 


The May meeting of the Society was held in the Australian 
Museum, College Street, Sydney on the night of 4rd May. 
Mr. Howard Greening exhibited an elaborate cockroach trap 
manufactured in Japan. Mr. Clarrie Chadwick exhibited nests 
and adults of the wasp Vespula germanica fF. 


Dr. Kay Lindsay presented a talk entitled "Soil Community 
Ecology of Southern Victorian Land, Antarctica". She spent 
the 1969/70 austral summer at McMurdo Station, Antarctica, as 
part of a team with three other women from the University of 
Ohio. Kay's interest was in examining the ecology of soil 
communities in areas of high saline concentrations, as exist 
in the ice-free valleys of Taylor and Wright Valleys. She 
presented an interesting story of the biology of a mite, 
Nanorchestes antarcticus Strandtmann, and its relationships 
with both blue green algae and water salinity. 
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Mr. Ted Taylor reported the first record of the smaller 
European elm bark beetle, Scolytus multistriatus (Marsham) in 
N.S.W. on page 25 of Circular 285. The beetles were found in 
a sample of elm bark from Albury submitted to the N.S.W. 
Forestry Commission. This insect is one of the vectors of 
the Dutch elm disease. 


A.D. Clift 


Entomological society of Victoria 


At the Society's Annual General Meeting in June the 
following officers were elected: President, Dr. Tim New; 
Vice Presidents, Messrs. J.C. LeSouef, D.R. Crosby; Secretary, 
Mrs. Nola Manskie (8 Smith Rd., Springvale Nth., Vic. 3171); 
Treasurer, Mr. R. Condion; Editor, Mr. J.C. LeSouef; 
Councillors, Mesdames M. LeSouef, J. Burns, Messrs. D. Stewart, 
O. Rogge, R. Manskie, P. Carwardine, S. McEvey and A. Calder. 
Dr. New gave his presidential address ‘Living in Leaves', in 
which he dealt with land adaptations of a range of mining 
Lepidoptera. The Council is currently planning a series of 
meetings and excursions for the coming year. 


T.R. New 


ADVANCED NOTICE OF 10th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
10th - 13th January, 1979 


The tenth Annual General Meeting of the Society will be 
held at Wesley College, Sydney University on Wednesday, 
10th January, 1979, Scientific sessions, a Barbecue, the annual 
dinner and a harbour cruise will be held in conjunction with 
the Annual General Meeting, the programme for which is 
outlined below: 
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Wednesday, 10th January - Registration 
A.G.M. (afternoon). 
Sherry Party (evening) 


Thursday, 11th January - Scientific Session (a.m., p.m.) 
Barbecue (evening) 


Friday, 12th January - Scientific Session (a.m., p.m.) 
Annual Dinner 


Saturday, 14th January - Harbour Cruise and Barbecue 
Taronga Zoo (p.m.3; optional) 


Accommodation 


Provisional booking has been made for delegates at Wesley 
College from the night of Tuesday 9th January to the morning of 
Saturday 13th January. Full board at Wesley College is $20.00 
per day for a single room and $16.00 per day for a shared room 
(6 rooms only). 


Registration fees 


Ordinary Members $15.00 

Student Members $12.00 

Non-members $17.50 
Sherry Party 


Evening Wednesday 10th January. 
Cost: included in Registration Fee. 
Barbecue 


Evening Thursday 11th January. 
Cost: living in - nil. 
Cost: not living in -— $7.00 


Annual Dinner 


Evening Friday 12th January. 
Cost: living in - $9.00 
Cost: not living in - $12.00 


Harbour Cruise 


Saturday 13th January (10 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 
Cost: $7.00 (includes Barbecue on Shark Island). 
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Arrangements will be made for delegates to disembark at 
Taronga Zoo (between 2 - 3 p.m.) during the Harbour Cruise, 
if they wish to visit the Zoo. Admission charges to the Zoo 
are $2.50 (adults) and $1.00 (pensioners, children and students). 
Delegates who visit the Zoo will have to return to Circular 
Quay independently. 


scientific Meeting 
The Scientific Meeting has been divided into three sections: 


1. Applied Entomology (Thursday a.m.). 
The theme for this section will be "New Developments in 
Insecticide Application". 


2. Sensory Physiology (Thursday p.m.). 


3. General (Friday). 
Papers dealing with any aspect of Entomology may be 
submitted but papers dealing with genetics, behaviour and 
taxonomy are preferred. Papers dealing with similar subject 
matter will be grouped. 


Members are invited to submit titles of papers together with 
abstracts of up to 100 words, to Dr. E. Shipp (School of 
Zoology, University of New South Wales, Kensington, N.5S.W. 
2033) and should reach him no later than 30th November. 

Time allotted for each paper will be a minimum of 20 minutes, 
extra time may be allotted depending on the number of papers 
to be accommodated. Authors are required to forward papers 
in final typed form by 29th December. This will enable 
alternative arrangements to be made for papers to be read, 
in the event of the authors being unable to attend the 
A.G.M. due to unforeseen circumstances. 


Full details of the meeting will appear in the November issue 
of the News Bulletin. A Registration Form and an Application 
Form for the Submission of Scientific Papers are enclosed 
with this (August) News Bulletin. 


Enquiries 
Dr. G.A.C. Beattie, 
Entomology Branch, 


Biological and Chemical Research Institute, 
P.M.B. 10, Rydalmere, N.S.W. 2116 
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SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 


Australian Entomological Supplies 
A.P.M. Forests Pty. Ltd. 

Bayer Australia Ltd. 

Boots Pure Drug Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
CIBA-GEIGY Ltd. 

Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 

Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 

I.C.1. Australia Ltd. 

Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


MATERIAL IN THIS BULLETIN MUST NOT BE REFERRED TO AND NOT 
REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR OF THE MATERTAL. 


Articles, Notes, Letters to the Editor and other material for 
the News Bulletin should be sent to the News Bulletin Editor. 
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